FALL-WINTERSPRING
NEWSLETTER
2018-2019

from your President…………

Summer 2019 is nearly here!
During the fall and winter Friend’s volunteers
were very busy processing 270 surveys, writing letters and testifying in Augusta about
prohibiting PWC(jet skis) on Upper and
Lower Wilson Ponds. We also sent a letter to
the LUPC requesting that PWC be prohibited
on the portion of the Upper Pond in Unorganized Territory (details on page 5).

FWPA Mission and Goals
In 1998 the Friends of Wilson Pond Area
acquired a conservation easement along
the eastern and southern shores of Lower
Wilson Pond. This easement guarantees
no development within 500 feet of the
pond along nearly 3 miles of the shore,
thereby conserving 150 acres.

The Franklin C. McIver Scholarships to
the Teen Wilderness Expedition 2019 have
been awarded to Graceanne Brinkworth and
Dale Turner.

Our Mission
The mission of the Friends of Wilson
Pond Area is to protect and conserve
Upper and Lower Wilson Ponds and
their surrounding areas for the benefit
of residents and visitors.

Our Annual Meeting will be on July 13th at
the home of Ruth, Stefan, & Brandon Ganev.
The meeting begins at 9:30 am and will be
followed by a pot luck lunch and a social
time. Our guest speakers will be two Maine
Game Wardens.

Our Goals

Volunteers from Friends will participate in
the Annual Audubon Loon Count on Upper on Lower Wilson Ponds on July 20th.

*Preserve biological diversity and
ecological integrity of the area.
*Preserve soil, air and water quality.
*Preserve scenic vistas and quietness
of the area.
*Fulfill the responsibilities required by
the current conservation easement.
*Promote public education pertaining
to land conservation and ecological
topics.
*Work with landowners and other
organizations in the preservation of
land.
*Seek funding and support for
educational programs and land
conservation .

LakeSmart Evaluator Training - June 27th.
This is a joint effort by the Piper Pond Association and Friends of Wilson Ponds and will
be presented by the Piscataquis County Soil
and Water Conservation District (see p. 4).
On August 8th FWPA is sponsoring an Invasive Plant Patrol (IPP)Paddle on Lower
Wilson Pond at 9 AM, followed by Courtesy
Boat Inspection Training (see p. 3).
On August 9th Water Quality Monitoring
Training and Recertification will be happening here on Wilson Pond (see p. 2)
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Discover the Benefits of Land Conservation
BECOME A MEMBER or
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Membership is $10 per family per year. We
gratefully receive donations in any amount
for our Stewardship Program.

Please complete the information below
and return with your check made out to
the Friends of Wilson Pond Area.
THANK YOU
Name________________________

Address____________________________

City_______________________________
State_____Zip________Phone__________
Email______________________________
Dues $10____ Donation: $100___$50____
$25____ Other $_______
Please send to:
Treasurer
Friends of Wilson Pond Area
PO Box 454
Greenville, ME 04441
Please indicate below if you would like to
receive your Newsletters via e mail. This
saves trees and postage.
___________E-mail Delivery Please
__________ NEW MEMBER
__________ RENEWING MEMBER
Comments and Suggestions:

Friends of Wilson Pond Area (FWPA) is a local land trust that
works closely with The Forest Society of Maine and Maine
Coast Heritage Trust, whose support was critical to the accomplishment of the 1998 FWPA conservation easement. We can
help land owners understand the process of conservation and
decide if land conservation might work for them. Large acreage is not a requirement to place land in conservation. The
two most common ways to conserve land are to gift or sell it
to a land trust organization, or to gift or sell a conservation
easement.
As you consider the future, please think about how conservation
could benefit you and the region’s future. FWPA is ready to
provide information about land conservation. Please contact:
Kay Johnson, President, 207-749-3598
kayyorkjohnson@gmail.com

Moosehead Lake
Needs Water Quality Monitors
Magnificent Moosehead Lake is a resource that makes our area
unique to both residents and visitors and upon which much of the
local economy depends. The purpose of water quality monitoring
is to monitor changes in the lake water so should any changes occur they can be quickly addressed..
Friends of Wilson Ponds and Lake Stewards of Maine are
spearheading an effort to get water quality monitors for Moosehead Lake. Currently there is no consistent monitoring being done.
The Lake Stewards of Maine provide training, support and all
equipment-free of charge-for each water quality monitor.
Water Quality Monitor Training will be held on August 9,
2019 from 9 am to 12 on Wilson Pond.
Recertification for Water Quality Monitors will be held on
August 9, 2019 beginning at 1:30 pm on Wilson Pond.
For additional information and/or to register for either event,
please contact the Lake Stewards of Maine at 207-783-7733 or
stewards@lakestewardsme.org.

HIKE RUM MOUNTAIN

Annual Loon Count
July 20, 2019
FWPA Volunteers will count on
Upper and Lower Wilson Ponds

GPS coordinates for the trailhead of “The Knight Ryder Trail”
are Latitude 45.4837, Longitude 69.5064. Most of the trail is on
Weyerhaeuser land, so please respect their generosity in allowing
the trail to be created and used by all.
Enjoy
the View
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Visit
“Knight
Ryder”

YOU CAN HELP PREVENT THE INVASION
AS THE THREAT MOVES CLOSER AND CLOSER TO THE MOOSEHEAD REGION
VARIABLE MILFOIL FOUND IN COBBOSSEECONTEE LAKE IN THE AUGUSTA AREA
Left unchecked, variable milfoil spreads quickly—forming thick mats and proving highly difficult to eradicate. Perhaps most worryingly, a milfoil infestation would threaten recreational areas, hamper property values, and impact businesses that rely on clean, healthy lakes. Twenty-nine (29) water bodies in Maine are battling with invasive
aquatic plants. They include Lake Sebago, Damariscotta Lake, Pickerel Pond, Songo Pond, Long Lake, and Brandy
Pond. Variable milfoil is the most common invasive in Maine. Please see the photo at the bottom of page.

Protecting Our Waters from Invasive
Aquatic Plants

Opportunities to Learn about Native and
Invasive Aquatic Plants

The best way for everyone to help in preventing invasive species from invading bodies of water is to become familiar with aquatic plants in the places you
live and/or visit and be aware and report when something new appears.

The Invasive Plant Patrol (IPP) Paddle Workshop is a
three hour “on the water workshop” to acquaint people
with aquatic plants and will be lead by the experts from
the The Lake Stewards of Maine. The Paddle will be
held on Lower Wilson Pond on August 8, 2019 from 9
AM to Noon at the Johnson’s, 35 Johnson Road, Greenville. All ages are welcome! The goal of this introductory program is to expand the number of trained eyes
out on Maine lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams. The
Courtesy Boat Inspection Training begins at 11 AM
and concludes at 1 PM. Although the programs overlap, one can attend both offerings. Volunteers are needed to make this important prevention program a reality.

If you have a concern about the presence of an aquatic
plant, you may:

The Paddle and Boat Inspection Training are FREE,
and so are the Snacks and Beverages provided by
FWPA. REGISTRATION is REQUIRED.
To Register online stewards@lakestewardsofme.org or
call 207-783-7733.

STILL UNCERTAIN? Contact the Local Emergency Invasive Plant Patrol Team by calling or
texting Kay Johnson at 207-749-3598.

♦

Go to the Lake Stewards of Maine website
www.lakestewardsofmaine.org where you will
find an Interactive Field Guide

♦

Go to the Shaw Public Library— an aquatic plant
guide book and waterproof flip charts are both
available for borrowing.

VARIABLE WATER-MILFOIL
MOST COMMON INVASIVE IN MAINE

Courtesy Boat Inspectors:
• Discuss with boaters how invasive aquatic plants
spread
• Show boaters how to inspect boats and equipment
for plant fragments
• Urge boaters to inspect before and after every
launch
• Distribute information about invasive plants
• Articulate Maine law regarding the transport of
these plants

Variable water-milfoil is an extremely well adapted
plant, able to thrive in a wide variety of environmental conditions. Variable water-milfoil is a submersed,
aquatic plant with branching stems emerging from
dense, spreading roots. Feather-divided leaves are
arranged in densely packed whorls. Variable water –
milfoil is not native to New England. Variable water
-milfoil is present in Maine and all New England
states except Vermont.
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Summer Fun & Learning Opportunities
Greater Moosehead Region
2019
June
20 Moosehead Historical Society Annual Meeting
and Unveiling of Moosehead’s Outdoor
Heritage exciting new, permanent exhibit
21 Katahdin’s First Cruise of 2019
22 Moosehead Artisan Show
26 Katahdin’s First Kineo Cruise of 2019
26 Moosehead Historical Society 2019 tours begin
27 LakeSmart Evaluator Training (details below)
28 Maine Humanities Council Summer Book Discussion Group Begins at Shaw Public Library
30 CA Dean Bike & Boat Event

August
4 Katahdin Brunch Cruise
8-11 Forest Heritage Days
( PleaseVisit FWPA Booth)
8 FWPA IPP Paddle & Courtesy Boat Inspection
Training. (FMI See page 3)
9 Lake Stewards of Maine Water Quality Testing
Training. (FMI See Page 3)
17 Save the Depot Annual Celebration
17 Country Music Sunset Dance Cruise
22 Forrest Whitman Memorial Golf Tournament
22 Climate Change: Forest & Ecosystem Impacts
Center for Moosehead History at 7 p.m.
25 Brunch Cruise aboard the Katahdin

July
3 “The Forks of the Kennebec” at Shaw Public
Library
4 Craft Fair, Fireworks, Fireworks Cruise, Parade
6-7 Antique & Classic Boat Show www.mlyc.me
7 Save the Depot Track Side Tea Party
8 Greenville Rec. Sailing School Begins
10 Maine Woods Explorers Programs Begin
13 FWPA Annual Meeting (details p. 8)
13 Katahdin Rock & Roll Sunset Dance Cruise
14 Katahdin Brunch Cruise
20 Annual Audubon Loon Count
20 Wilson Pond Association Annual Meeting
23-25 Teen Wilderness Expedition
24 All About Moose, Cntr. for Moosehead History
24-26 Thoreau-Wabanaki Trail Festival (Please
visit the MHS website www.mooseheadhistory.org
for more events)
27 Katahdin Rhythm & Blues Dance Cruise
28 Brunch Cruise aboard the Katahdin

September
5-8 International Seaplane Fly-In & Fly-In 5K
(Please Visit the FWPA Booth)
7 Katahdin Fly-In Cruise
28 Katahdin Head of the Lake Cruise
October
5 End of the Year Cruise aboard the Katahdin
Many other events are happening in our region.
Please visit the websites below for more information.

www.mooseheadhistory.org
www.katahdincruises.org
www.nrecmoosehead.org
www.fsmaine.org
www.lakestewardsofmaine.org
www.destinationmooseheadlake.com
www.rockwoodonmoosehead.org
www.greenvilledepot.org
www.greenvilleme.com

LakeSmart Evaluator Training
Our Lakes and Ponds Need
YOU
LakeSmart Evaluator Training is
being held on July 18, 2019 at
Piper Pond.

To Karen McFarland
MANY THANKS
for your work as Treasurer
of Friends of Wilson Ponds

For details and/or to register
please contact
Katherine Weber
Piscataquis Soil & Water District
207-564-2321x3
katherine.weber@piscataquisswed.org
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The fate of LD#56 and the LUPC Upper Pond Action
FAQ: Why did Friends of Wilson Ponds have to request prohibition of PWC (jet skis) by the State Legislature AND
the Land Use Planning Commission (LUPC)? ANS: The power to prohibit PWC on water in an organized town, like
Greenville, lies with the State Legislature. That power in Unorganized Territory, like the Bowdoin College Grant, lies
with the LUPC.

The Story of PWC Prohibition
In November 2018, at the request of residents, Friends of Wilson Pond Area, Inc. mailed two hundred and seventy surveys to residents of the Wilson Ponds and members of Friends of Wilson Ponds. Later in December, a Survey Monkey
was instituted online. Both asked whether the respondent was in favor or opposed to prohibiting PWC (jet skis) on all
of Lower Wilson Pond and the portion of Upper Pond in Greenville.
Two hundred and seventy-seven (277) responses were received.
Seventy-nine percent (79%) of property owners and members of Friends favored the prohibition of PWC.
Seventy percent (70%) favored the prohibition when relatives of property owners and visitors/guests were added to
property owners and members of Friends.

LD#56 “An Act to Ban Use of Personal Watercraft on Lower Wilson Pond and Upper Wilson Pond”
Paul Stearns, our state legislator, constructed LD56 which, if approved by the Maine legislature, would have prohibited
PWC on the Lower Pond and the portion of the Upper Pond in Greenville.
In anticipation of the February hearing by the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (IFW) Joint Standing Committee, people
sent letters to the Committee describing their concerns. In February 2019, a hearing was held by the Joint Standing
Committee. Several people testified, some in favor of prohibition and others not in favor.
February 2019—Joint Standing Committee of IF&W voted LD 56 “OUGHT NOT TO PASS”
At the hearing the Joint Standing Committee voted “Ought Not to Pass” giving the reason that there is a public boat
launch on Lower Wilson Pond. Checking out this rationale we found that there are several great ponds where PWC are
prohibited that have public boat launches.

January 3, 2019— letter sent to Land Use Planning Commission (LUPC) requesting that Upper Wilson Pond be
added to the list great ponds where PWC are prohibited.
LUPC prohibits PWC on Upper Wilson Pond on May 3, 2019
In May the LUPC approved adding that portion of the Upper Pond to their list of ponds where PWC were prohibited!
This means that PWC are prohibited on approximately 88% of Upper Wilson Pond.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Respondents frequently provided reasons for their positions. The comments received with their votes are posted on the
Friends of Wilson Ponds website www.fowpa.org. Although many folks did comment, not everyone did, so you will
not find 277 comments.
To read the letters sent to the IFW Joint Standing Committee and the hearing testimony, go to
www.legislature.maine.gov
LD# 1) Enter 56 2) hit Search 3)Select Committee Info in the left hand column
4) Select Public Hearing Testimony, 43 items Enjoy Reading
The interest in this issue is evident by the amazing response to the survey, The concern for enjoying the quiet and safety of the pond, concern for loons and ducks, marine life, wildlife, soil erosion and water quality were expressed repeatedly.
In response to our concerns about PWC, two wardens from the Maine Warden Service will be presenting a program at
our Annual Meeting on July 13 pertaining to the Laws and Rules of Water Ways with a special emphasis on PWC, and
the proper way to report incidences to the Warden Service.
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Write A Different Story
for Your Lake Or Pond
A Maine Summer. Is there anything sweeter? Summer for many Mainers and visitors to our beautiful state are
spent taking in the natural beauty and abundance of our beloved local lakes, ponds and rivers. It’s hard to look
out over the sparkling water and think the sight isn’t a dream, isn’t endless. In Maine, we are fortunate to have
over 5,785 lakes and ponds that offer seasonal pleasures such as swimming, boating, fishing, wildlife watching
and much more. Of these 5,785 lakes and ponds, not all are as pristine as we want to believe they are. That’s
where we, the people of Maine and visitors to Maine, need to act and take simple measures to ensure Maine’s
lakes and ponds, and that heavenly view over the sparkling water, is secured well into the future.
Soil erosion is the biggest enemy to our lakes and ponds. Soil running into our waterbodies causes an increase in
levels of phosphorus and nitrogen in the sediment. When loads of these nutrients are in high concentration, the
result is algae growth, then algae blooms. Algae blooms deplete available oxygen in the water, resulting in decreased populations of aquatic organisms, our historic fisheries.

This is the reality of an algae bloom: Two pictures, one clear water, one in bloom:

Let us tell you the story of East Pond. East Pond has bloomed for decades and in 2018, it received an in-lake alum treatment which restored its former benefits and beauty. The project required 4 years of focused preparation and research. It cost $1,174,000. These efforts purchased approximately 20 years of clear water. Absent
strenuous nonpoint source pollution (soil erosion) repair activity in its watershed, East Pond will need another
treatment sometime around 2038.
The story of East Pond has a temporary happy ending. Twenty years from now, residents of East Pond and supporters will have to raise another 1.2 million to continue water clarity into the future. The story of East Pond
does not have to be the story of your beloved lake or pond. Waterfront residents can address soil erosion issues that occur on their property, often with simple, do-it-yourself solutions. The Piscataquis County Soil
and Water Conservation District participates in and offers the program LakeSmart to all Piscataquis County
waterfront property owners. This free, voluntary program is designed to evaluate waterfront
homes, assess the amount of erosion occurring on the property, and provide owners with clear,
low-cost solutions to stop soil erosion, “zip-up” your shoreline and directly influence the health
of your lake
by Kacey Weber

Do you want to protect your lake or pond?
Contact the PCSWCD
207-564-2321 ext. 3, katherine.weber@piscataquisswcd.org
and set up a FREE, no obligation, LakeSmart evaluation!
Take a step to write a different story for your lake or
pond!
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Fishing report for Friends of Wilson Ponds Newsletter – Spring 2019
Shhhh! Don’t tell anyone but the fishing in Wilson Pond is pretty good…a bit of a sleeper really. Your pond sits
in the shadow on Maine’s largest lake so most anglers will travel right by Wilson Pond never knowing the incredible views, the tranquil setting, and some of the good fishing that is just around the corner. The Fisheries Office in
Greenville spends a lot of time on Moosehead but we also find time to sneak over to Lower Wilson, mostly in the
fall, for annual trapnetting to monitor the stocking program. We also periodically target the wild lake trout population. Trapnetting includes setting a large net that live traps the fish cruising the shoreline in preparation for spawning in the fall. We check the net every other day to measure, weigh, and age the fish. Then we send them on their
way, back into the lake. Stocked salmon return to the stocking site when they sexually mature, so setting a net next
to Walden’s Landing is very effective. We also know where the lake trout spawn in mid- October, so we can usually catch dozens of them in week or so.
We’ve examined nearly 400 salmon since 2012 and the size quality is very nice. Nearly 60% of the salmon were
over 16 inches. We don’t see many trophy salmon, but we do see trophy lake trout. There are some real whoppers
out there. The lake trout over 10 pounds are probably 15 - 20 years old, and you don’t live that long in a lake unless
you’re able to elude the average angler. These fish are a real challenge to catch. Small lake trout are quite abundant
and that is why we have fairly liberal regulations allowing their harvest. We have also been stocking smelt eggs into
the lake for several years to bolster the forage base. This is a long-term project that will hopefully bear some fruit
in the future.
If you are an angler that fishes on the Wilson Ponds (or any other local ponds) and you are interested in helping
with the fisheries management of that lake, then we could use your help. We are constantly recruiting anglers to
keep a voluntary angler log for us. If you are interested, contact Steve at (207) 695-4138 or
stephen.seeback@maine.gov.
By Tim Obrey – Regional Fisheries Biologist – Moosehead Lake Region

Asst. Regional Biologist
Jeff Bagley with typical
Wilson Pond salmon

Almost Ice-Out 2019 on Lower Wilson Pond
Photo by Ralph Johnson

Regional Biologist Tim
Obrey with nice wild
lake trout from Wilson
Pond

RUSTIC WATERFRONT CAMPSITES ON LOWER WILSON POND
Five rustic waterfront campsites on Lower Wilson Pond, accessible only by water, are available on a first-there basis. The campsites are located on
The Friends of Wilson Ponds’ Conservation Easement We appreciate our campers respecting the carry-in, carry-out, “no trace left behind” aspect of
these gorgeous spots. Come swim, fish, boat and relax! Happy Summer! Note that a Fire Permit may be required for a campfire. Check our website
for details about procuring a permit www.fowpa.org.
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Friends of Wilson Pond Area
Board of Directors
2018-19

ANNUAL MEETING
Friends of Wilson Ponds
July 13, 2019

President
Kay Johnson
kayyorkjohnson@gmail.com
207-749-3598

Vice President
Jan Santerre

Secretary
Cheryl Brown

Annual Meeting at 9:30 am
Presentation about Maine’s Boating Rules
by Wardens from the Maine Warden Service
Pot Luck Lunch and Social Time
will follow the meeting
Location: The Ganev home on Upper Wilson Pond
44 Muzzy Camp Road, Greenville

InterimTreasurer
Elizabeth Peltier

All are welcome!

Directors
Elizabeth Peltier
Hilary Worthen
Chris Reardon
Norm Lamonde
Patterson Shafer
Josh Shoemaker
Christine Conrad

Thanks for your help!
Ralph Johnson—Newsletter and Photos
Mike DiCaprio—Campsites Work
Max Hall & Chris Conrad—Web Site Work
Ruth Ganev — FaceBook & Website
Liz Peltier—Moosehead Trails Representative
Dot Lamson — Lower Pond Water Quality Monitoring

TO:

Friends of Wilson Ponds
PO Box 454
Greenville, Maine 04441
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